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Welcome to the first edition of our project newsletter.

We hope to keep you informed as to our plans and 
progress towards the delivery of the new Hoe Valley 
School and community leisure facilities.
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Hoe Valley School and community leisure facilities 
development
As a local resident, you will be well aware that works to construct a state-of-the-art secondary school and community 
leisure facilities on land adjacent to Egley Road began in June 2016.

The development is a partnership between Hoe Valley School and Woking Borough Council, delivered by Willmott 
Dixon. 

The new school buildings, funded by the Education Funding Agency, will become the permanent home of Hoe Valley 
School, which is currently based at a temporary site in Woking Park. The new community leisure facilities, funded by 
Woking Borough Council, will provide publically accessible community sports and recreation amenities.

In recent years, Woking has experienced a significant increase in demand for secondary school places. Surrey County 
Council has projected that Woking will require an additional 90 secondary school places by 2017 and a further 210 
school places by 2021. It is essential that as the Borough continues to evolve, there is the educational infrastructure 
in place to support this level of growth.

Extensive research to find a suitable site to meet this demand in the urban area resulted in both Surrey County 
Council and Woking Borough Council concluding, in 2014, that these were exceptional circumstances and therefore 
was a strong case to build on Green Belt land.

School building - The four acre school development, will consist of a three storey building containing two teaching 
wings, fully equipped science labs, specialist teaching facilities for music, drama, art and technology, a library and 
separate learning resource centre, main hall, dining and reception areas, multi-use games areas (MUGAs) and shared 
access to the leisure and sports facilities.

Community leisure facilities - The leisure and sports facilities, for use by both the local community and school, 
operated on behalf of Woking Borough Council by Freedom Leisure, will comprise a five badminton court sports hall, 
fitness gym, two studio rooms, club/meeting room and viewing gallery for use by centre users.

Externally, there will be a modern eight lane athletics track, two grass sports pitches (one adult, one junior) and three 
all weather five-a-side artificial grass pitches.

New pedestrian crossing and cycle lane - The site will be accessed via a new traffic light controlled junction and a 
much-needed pedestrian crossing along Egley Road. To improve connectivity, a new cycle lane will also be constructed. 
These measures will create safe and sustainable ways to reach the school and leisure facilities. 

Completion - It is expected that the main development will be complete ready for the school to move in by 
September 2018, and all works completed by the end of 2018. 

We recognise it is likely that the development will cause some disruption to local residents and we would like to 
apologise in advance for any inconvenience caused. We are fully committed to keeping disruption to a minimum in 
order to bring about significant improvement to the provision of secondary school places in south Woking.

As a Considerate Constructor, we welcome your feedback. If you have any enquires during the construction phase, 
please contact the Project Team by emailing hoe.valley@willmottdixon.co.uk.

To stay up-to-date with the latest project news, including receiving this newsletter electronically, please email 
devnews@woking.gov.uk.



What has happened
We have installed our sheet pile retaining wall on site; this will hold back all the backfill material that will be 
required to build up the height for the running track. These are large metal interlocking sheets that are pushed into 
the ground using a specialist piece of equipment.

Behind these sheets the top soil, which is the ground where plants will grow, has 
been stripped and stockpiled ready for later use on site when the landscaping starts. 
After stripping, this area can then be stabilised, this means lime is added to the 
material to dry it out and strengthen it. This will then be placed in layers to build 
up the ground to the required height. This same technique will also be used for the 
base of the school structure.

Work at the front of site for the new car park has also started and the ground has 
been reduced to the required level to begin build up with stone to the correct level. 
We do this to ensure that the ground is strong enough to support the required 
traffic.

To celebrate the start of works, head boy and head girl of Hoe Valley School, Huey 
and Willow, visited site to put the first spade in the ground. We are always aiming to 
have as much involvement with the school and the local area so please contact us if 
you have any ideas and suggestions.
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What happens next
Over the next month there will be a lot of earthworks 
being carried out on site. We want to get as much of 
this complete before the winter months arrive. 

We will also be installing drainage at both the front of 
site and underneath the school area which will enable 
us to prepare for the installation of the concrete base 
slab.

Work will continue in the running track and sports field 
area at the back of site. We will continue to build up 
material until we get to the final level required for the 
sports track.

Hoe Valley School – Who are we?
Hoe Valley School was created by a volunteer team of local residents. Since opening with 90 Year 7 students in 
September 2015, the School has continued to grow from strength to strength, ending the year with 100 students. 

The School has become a great success with their focus on personalised learning, high academic achievement and the 
development of good citizens with real-world skills.

The School will welcome a full complement of 120 new students to begin their academic career in September, having 
received almost 400 applications. These students all live within 2.5 miles of the Egley Road site, with 90% living 
within a 2 mile radius.

The School’s aim remains to create a comprehensive, community secondary school for local young people who can 
walk or cycle to school and can remain with their primary school peers to continue to learn together, grow together 
and become adults together.



About us Willmott Dixon is a privately owned company that is one of 
the biggest in the construction and property sectors.
The scope and scale of what we do reaches all areas of society, with over 90% of 
the population never more than a mile from a Willmott Dixon project.

Our £1bn+ turnover business has over 3,500 people dedicated to meeting the 
ambitions and visions of our customers.

Being a responsible business underpins everything we do; since 2012 we have been 
carbon neutral and were the only company from our industry to receive a Queen’s 
Award for Enterprise in Sustainable Development in 2014. 

Contact us
To stay up-to-date with the latest project 
news, including receiving this newsletter 
electronically, please email 
devnews@woking.gov.uk and we’ll keep 
you posted. 

Willmott Dixon - Cobham
Munro House, Portsmouth Road, 
Cobham, Surrey, KT11 1TF
T: 01932 584700
F: 01932 584701
www.willmottdixon.co.uk
Follow us on twitter: @WillmottDixon
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Considerate Constructors Scheme

Willmott Dixon are a founding Associate Member of the Considerate 
Constructors Scheme (CCS), participating in the scheme since its 
establishment in 1997.  The scheme has influenced the way we design 
our strategy of work, accounting for our successful CCS scores on site.  
All Willmott Dixon sites are registered with the CCS and, as an Associate 
Member working to the higher code of conduct, we are committed to the 
highest standards of work. 


